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31ST MEU TO PARTICIPATE IN 

AMBIBIOUS LANDING EXERCISE IN PHILIPPINES
USS BONHOMME RICHARD, At sea (Oct. 4, 2012) – On Oct. 8, 2012, at the invitation of the Republic of the Philippines and Armed Forces of the Philippines, Marines and Sailors from the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit from Okinawa, Japan, will begin two weeks of air-ground and amphibious training with the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

This will be the 29th iteration of PHIBLEX, a training exercise designed to improve interoperability, increase readiness and the ability to respond in the event of a natural disaster, and to continue to build professional and personal relationships. 
The 31st MEU assisted the Republic of the Philippines with humanitarian assistance and disaster relief after Super Typhoon Juan devastated areas of Northeast Luzon in 2010, emphasizing the importance of our bilateral relationship.
The U.S. and the Philippines enjoy historically strong ties between our two nations. Today, our nations stand together in partnership to make the Pacific region more secure and prosperous. Our militaries often engage in bilateral training in the common interest of regional security.
Humanitarian assistance and training activities enable our military forces to break cultural barriers, train together, and improve interoperability while providing services to remote areas. 
The 31st MEU includes more than 2,200 Marines and Sailors, and is comprised of four elements: the Command Element; Battalion Landing Team 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment; Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262 (Reinforced) and Combat Logistics Battalion 31.  Col. John Merna is the Commanding Officer of the 31st MEU; he assumed command on 1 June 2012.
The 31st MEU provides a forward-deployed, flexible, sea-based force capable of conducting amphibious operations, crisis response and limited contingency operations in the Asia-Pacific region.  The 31st MEU is the only continually forward-deployed MEU, and remains the Marine Corps’ force-in-readiness in the Asia-Pacific region.
For more information about the deployment of the 31st MEU, follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/31stMEU or visit our webpage at: http://www.31stmeu.marines.mil. 
For interested media, official Marine Corps video and imagery from the exercise events will be available for your use, viewing and downloading at http://www.dvidshub.net/unit/31MEU.  There is no cost for these products, but registration on this government site is required for download.

Media queries regarding the 31st MEU may be directed to Capt. Garron Garn, 31st MEU public affairs officer at garron.garn@bhr.usmc.mil or garron.garn@usmc.mil. 
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All media coverage for PHIBLEX will be coordinated through the Armed Forces of the Philippines.  Media interested in covering events during the exercise should contact the Philippine Marine Corps Public Affairs Office in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, for accreditation.  International media should also contact the AFP General Headquarters.
