
31st MEU Family and Friends-

A quick update for all…following our participation in TALISMAN SABER 13 and completion of CERTEX, most of the MEU was afforded a 4-day liberty period – the USS Bonhomme Richard (BHR) visited Sydney while the USS Germantown stopped in Cairns. The USS Denver headed north towards Darwin in preparation for our follow-on exercise. 

During these port visits, the Marines were able to enjoy the local culture, participate in community relation events, and visit some world renowned sites like the Sydney Opera House. The weather was ideal to spend time outdoors walking around the city, taking a tour, or watching a sporting event. The Marines of the MEU even joined with the Sailors of the BHR to assemble a rugby team and a soccer team in friendly matches against the official Royal Australian Navy teams. While the outcome of the games wasn’t what we hoped for, it was a great event that the Marines will remember for a long time. Let’s just say that it is a good thing that we have day jobs.

After the port visits, the Marines onboard the BHR and Denver spent the following week making final preparations for EXERCISE KOOLENDONG, an exercise being conducted at the Bradshaw Field Training Area (BFTA) in the Northern Territory, Australia. During EXERCISE KOOLENDONG, we will conduct a battalion-sized live-fire training exercise with a company of soldiers from the Australian Defense Force and a company of Marines from Lima Co, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines. This is a unique exercise for many reasons because we will demonstrate to our Australian counterparts how a Marine Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF) operates from the sea to objective areas ashore by being self-sustained, able to operate in austere conditions, and prepared to conduct a wide range of missions without significant external assistance or reinforcement.

The remoteness of BFTA cannot be understated – the training area is a significant distance from Darwin (the largest city in the Northern Territory) and is over 3,300 square miles in size. There are only a few hard structures in the training area and all the ranges required preparatory work. There will be no internet connectivity and no cell phone coverage during the exercise for those participating. It will also take 2-3 days via air and ground transportation to get all the personnel, ammunition, and equipment from the ships to the training area.

Keep checking the MEU Facebook and unit WebPages (www.31stmeu.marines.usmc.mil) for videos, pictures, stories, and updates on EXERCISE KOOLENDONG. Our schedule following EXERCISE KOOLENDONG remains unchanged for now, barring any operational taskings. I thank you all for your support of the 31st MEU – the Marines appreciate your emails, care packages, and support more than you may know.

Semper Fidelis,
Col John Merna

