Family Readiness Message 26 July 2013
Families and friends of the 31st MEU,
Exercise Talisman Saber 2013 is in full swing now and the Marines and Sailors of the 31st MEU are performing their duties exceptionally across the Marine Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF). To put the scale of this exercise in perspective, the 2,300 plus Marines and Sailors of the 31st MEU represent only 13% of the 18,000 U.S. and 9,000 Australian service members taking part in this exercise, which is one of the largest in the Pacific region. We may be small in scale compared to the overall numbers involved in the exercise, but we’ve been tasked with and able to accomplish some very difficult amphibious operations that have required a full team effort. 
From our sea-based operations centers aboard the USS Bonhomme Richard and USS Germantown, we were able to integrate into our planning processes not only our Navy counterparts but also many Australian Defense Force service members. One of our first tasks of this exercise was to conduct an amphibious assault that involved a variety of surface craft, numerous aviation assets, and over 600 Marines going ashore in the early morning hours. Every element of the 31st MEU was involved in this assault: the Command Element coordinated scenario and real-world requirements to ensure a smooth execution; the Marines of VMM-265 flew close air support and troop transport missions; the Marines of BLT 2/4 went ashore in either AAVs or came ashore in follow on waves via heliborne insertion or landing craft; and lastly, the Marines of CLB-31 have been providing around the clock logistic support to ensure that we are self-sustaining and able to maintain our operational momentum ashore. 
Looking ahead, we will soon transition to the next phase of this exercise to include live-fire training in several locations throughout the training areas.  We are also soon to begin the early stages of our certification exercises (CERTEX). At the same time, the USS Denver will join us in Australia to bring the MEU/ARG (Amphibious Ready Group) to its full strength. Your Marines and Sailors of the MEU have been training hard and will definitely have some stories to tell when they return home.
Lastly, I’d be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge your support to our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/31stMEU) and the 31st MEU unit page (www.31stmeu.marines.usmc.mil).  Since our last update, our Facebook page passed 20,000 fans and is the largest MEU Facebook page in the Marine Corps! With your help we will soon pass 25,000 fans, so keep checking for our daily updates of stories and pictures. Thank you for your continued support to the 31st MEU – the things we are doing here are being seen around the world and your commitment to your Marine or Sailor ensures that we are the Marine Corps’ force in readiness in this region!
						Semper Fidelis,
						Col John Merna
