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USS ESSEX, At sea — 
The 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit is currently conducting their regular certification exercise, proving their ability to rapidly respond to crisis situations, and conducting operations off the coast of Okinawa. 

Media are invited to ride aboard a CH-46 helicopter to the USS Essex (LHD 2) off the coast of Okinawa to view Navy and Marine Corps amphibious operations while underway. During the time of the visit, the Navy/Marine Corps team will be conducting preparations for humanitarian aid and disaster relief, responding to a fictional scenario on Okinawa. 

Upon arrival at the ship, media will view flight operations, amphibious operations and receive a tour of the USS Essex. The tour will include the surface craft launching area (well deck), medical areas, the bridge, the Landing Force Operations Center and preparations for delivering humanitarian aid. Media may get the chance to see humanitarian aid delivered to role-players in a training area as part of the scenario. 

Media members interested in covering this event shall contact the III MEF/MCIPAC Consolidated Public Affairs Office at OkinawaPao@usmc.mil no later than 3:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 7. Please include in the e-mail: full name, blood type, height (inches), weight (lbs), license number, agency, job title, vehicle number, and a cell phone number of each media member attending. Media will meet at Gate 1 of Camp Hansen by 8:45 a.m. Mar. 9. 

Planned schedule: 

0845 – Meet at Gate 1 of Camp Hansen 

0930 – Meet Helicopter at LZ 

1000 – Helicopter departs LZ for Essex 

1030 – Arrive on Essex 

1030 -1500 – Essex Tour 

1530 – Board helicopter for return trip to Camp Hansen 

1600 – Arrive at Camp
